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1. SUMMARY: DURING THE PAST YEAR, THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
TAKEN A NUMBER OE STEPS TOWARDS DEVELOPING A COMPREHENSIVE 
NUCLEAR ENERGY PROGRAM. THE GOVERNMENT HAS EORMED AN ATOMIC 
ENERGY COMMISSION, IS SEEKING A NUCLEAR MEDICAL RESEARCH 
FACILITY, DESIRES TO BUILD A 600MW NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, AND 

HAS TALKED TO US AND FOREIGN OEFICIALS AND PRIVATE EXPERTS 
ABOUT TECHNOLOGICAL SUPPORT AND POSSIBLE FINANCING. WE BELIEVE 
IT IS TIME EOR USG TO BEGIN SHAPING A RESPONSE TO THESE SYRIAN 
AMBITIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SOMETIME IN 1976, SYRIA ESTABLISHED AN ENERGY COMMITTEE WITHIN 
THE SUPREME COUNCIL OE SCIENCES (A SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AGENCY), 
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UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER. DR. IBRAHIM HADDAD, 

A DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIST AND VICE-RECTOR OF DAMASCUS 
UNIVERSITY, IS HEAD OE THE ENERGY COMMITTEE AND HAS BREN 
DESIGNATED HEAD OF ITS ATOMIC ENERGY SUBCOMMITTEE. 

DR. HADDAD IS CURRENTLY WINDING UP HIS AFFAIRS AT THE 

UNIVERSITY IN PREPARATION OF ASSUMING HIS NEW, EULL- 

TIME DUTIES. WE UNDERSTAND DR. HADDAD ACCOMPANIED PRESIDENT 
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ASAD ON HIS JUNE, 1976 VISIT TO FRANCE AND THERE DISCUSSED 
WITH FRENCH OFFICIALS POSSIBLE COOPERATION IN NUCLEAR 
ENERGY PROJECTS. HE ALSO TOOK PART IN AN INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY CONFERENCE IN BRAZIL IN 1976. 

3. IN MARCH, 1977, EMBASSY LEARNED OF A POSSIBLE COMMERCIAL 
TRADE OPPORTUNITY STEMMING FROM SYRIAN DESIRE TO PURCHASE 
A SMALL NUCLEAR REACTOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING 
RADIOCHEMICALS FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH. EMBASSY REPORT AND 
STATE RESPONSE ARE GIVEN IN REFTELS. (EARLIER, IN MAY 1976, 

THE SYRIAN MINISTRY OF PLANNING APPROACHED USAID TO 
REQUEST THE SENDING OF TWO US NUCLEAR MEDICAL SPECIALISTS 

TO DAMASCUS TO WORK AT THE CENTER; USAID EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS' 

TO WORK OUT SOME LIMITED TECHNICAL ADVISORY, SERVICES OR 
TRAINING BUT THE SYRIANS DID NOT FOLLOW UP*); A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF A MAJOR US SUPPLIER, GENERAL ATOMIC, ARRIVED IN DAMASCUS IN 
APRIL TO DISCUSS THE PROJECT WITH SYRIAN MEDICAL OFFICIALS. HE 
LATER TOLD COMOFF THAT THE DISCUSSIONS WENT VERYWELL, AND HE WAS 
CONFIDENT THAT HIS FIRM'S "TRIGA " REACTORS, WHICH USED 
ONLY 20 PERCENT ENRICHED FUEL, COULD NOT BE USED FOR 
PRODUCING WEAPONS MATERIAL AND THEREFORE WOULD MEET ANY 
NEW USG EXPORT STANDARDS. HE ALSO SAID HIS FIRM MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO ASSIST IN FINANCING THE SYRIAN PURCHASE OF THE 
REACTOR. 

4. MINISTER OF ELECTRICITY AHMED AMAR YOUSSEF TOLD 
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AMBASSADOR APRIL 9 THAT SYRIA IS PLANNING TO BUILD A 
600 MW NUCLEAR POWER STATION WITHIN ABOUT TEN YEARS. 

ALTHOUGH SYRIA HAS FOR THE MOMENT A SURPLUS OF CONVENTIAL 
POWER CAPACITY (HYDROELECTRIC AND THERMAL) AND EVEN EXPORTS 
SOME POWER TO JORDAN AND LEBANON, ITS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS (WHICH INCLUDE LARGE POWER CONSUMERS SUCH AS 
CHEMICAL AND FERTILIZER PLANTS) WILL REQUIRE CONSIDERABLE 
NEW SOURCES OF POWER GENERATION. THE MINISTER SAID THAT A 
GOVERNMENT GROUP (PRESUMABLY THE ATOMIC ENERGY SUBCOMMITTEE 
MENTIONED IN PARA 2 ABOVE) IS STUDYING THE MATTER AND HAS 
DETERMINED THAT NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION WILL BE ABOUT 25 
PERCENT CHEAPER THAN THERMAL GENERATION. MINISTER OF ELECTRICITY 
HAS ALSO REITERATED THIS INTERESTED TO USAID, ALTHOUGH AID 
FINANCING IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR FUNDING NUCLEAR PROJECTS. 

5. MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY, UNIVERSITY, AND NUCLEAR MEDIAL 
OFFICIAL HAVE INFORMALLY DISCUSSED WITH RECENT USIS- 
SPONSORED VISITORS TO SYRIA POSSIBILITIES OF APPLYING 
NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY TO POWER GENERATION AND MEDICAL 
RESEARCH. THESE VISITORS HAVE INCLUDED ANGELO 
GIAMBUSSO, DEPUTY ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF ERDA, 

OCTAVE DUTEMPLE, PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN NUCLEAR SOCIETY, 
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AND JOHN LAWRENCE, EOUNDER OF BERKELEY'S LAWRENCE LABORATORY. 

6. THE SYRIANS HAVE APPROACHED THE SOVIETS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS TO PROVIDE NUCLEAR POWER STATIONS. THE SOVIETS 
REJECTED SYRIAN REQUESTS IN 1974 AND 1975 ON THE GROUNDS 
OE TECHNICAL EEASIBILITY. THEINITIAL TECHNICAL OBJECTION 
WAS THAT A SINGLE LARGE PLANT, WHEN SHUT DOWN EOR 
MAINTENANCE, WOULD DISLOCATE ELECTRIC POWER DISTRIBUTION. 

IN 1976 AND AGAIN IN 1977 THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT REVISED 

ITS REQUEST TO MEET SOVIET OBJECTIONS BUT IT WAS AGAIN 
REJECTED. THE HEAD OF THE SOVIET ECONOMIC MISSION IN 
DAMASCUS TOLD REPORTING OEFICERS THAT SOVIET POSITION 
ON THIS MATTER IS CONDITIONED AS MUCH BY THE OVERALL MAXIMUM 
LEVEL OE SOVIET AID AS WELL AS BY ANY OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
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TECHNICAL OR POLITICAL. SIMILARLY, A TRENCH EMBASSY OEEICIAL 
TOLD THE COMMOEE THAT FRANCE HAS NO PLANS AT PRESENT TO ASSIST 
SYRIA IN DEVELOPING A NUCLEAR POWER GENERATING CAPACITY. 

7. THESE DEVELOPMENTS STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT SYRIA HAS MADE AT 
LEAST A TENTATIVE DECISION TO SERIOUSLY EXPLORE THE 
POSSIBILITIES OE DEVELOPING A NUCLEAR CAPACITY FOR PEACEFUL 
PURPOSES, INCLUDING MEDICAL RESEARCH AND POWER GENERATION. 
DESPITE THE MINISTER OF ELECTRICITY'S CONVICTION THAT 

ATOMIC POWER PLANTS WILL IN THE LONG RUN PROVE ECONOMICIAL, 

THE DEVELOPMENT OE A NUCLEAR CAPACITY REMAINS EOR 
SYRIA AN EXPENSIVE PROPOSAL. LACKING TRAINED NUCLEAR 
TECHNICIANS AND PHYSICISTS AND A LOCALLY-GENERATED 
CAPITAL SURPLUS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, SYRIA MUST 
DEPENDS UPON EOREIGN SOURCES FOR MONEY AND TALENT IN 
DEVELOPING A NUCLEAR CAPABILITY. TENTATIVE APPROACHES 
TO THE ERENCH AND SOVIETS DO NOT AS YET APPEAR TO 
HAVE BORNE ERUIT. SYRIAN DESIRE FOR A SMALL AMERICA 
COMMERCIAL REACTOR EOR MEDICAL RESEARCH, AND THE SYRIAN 
MINISTER OE ELECTRICITY'S EORTHCOMING EXPLANATION TO THE 
AMBASSADOR OE HIS COUNTRY'S AMBITION TO DEVELOP A 
NUCLEAR POWER-GENERATING CAPACITY INDICATE STRONG SYRIAN 
INTEREST IN THE U.S. AS A POTENTIAL SUPPLIER OE NUCLEAR 
TECHNOLOGY AND HARDWARE FOR PEACEFUL USES. WE BELIEVE IT 
IS TIME EOR THE DEPARTMENT TO BEGIN EORMULATING A COMPREHENSIVE 
RESPONSE, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OE THE DELICATE, EVOLVING 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION'S ATTITUDE ON THE EXPORT OP NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY, 
TO THESE SYRIAN AMBITIONS. WE SEE STRONG COMMERCIAL POSSIBILITIES 
EOR U.S. PIRMS IN THIS SECTOR, BUT FIRST WE NEED DEPARTMENT 
GUIDANCE ON HOW TO PROCEED. 

PELLETREAU 

UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NUCLEAR ENERGY, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 26-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC03978 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770228-0487 

Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977061 8/aaaaapgs.tel 

Line Count: 167 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 45d17e76-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 DAMASCUS 1986, 77 STATE 75915, 77 STATE 97226 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2030460 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIAN STEPS TOWARD A NUCLEAR FUTURE 
TAGS: BEXP, EAID, ENRG, SY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/45d1 7e76-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



